DEMOGRAPHICAL EVOLUTION OF THE LOCALITY SANOVITA, TIMIS COUNTY AND THE POPULATION INVOLVED IN AGRICULTURE


In this paper we decided to underline the demographical evolution of the locality Sanovita between the years 1969 – 2003 and the degree of involvement of the population in agriculture. For the analysis of the demographical evolution we used indicators such as: total number of inhabitants, population density, birth ratio, death ratio, natural enhancement, population structure per age and gender.
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The population is represented by the group of people which live in a certain geographical area. From the socio-economic point of view, population may be identified as a social subsystem which deals with the number of inhabitants, density, structure per age and gender, death and birth factor, feminization of migrations, demographical aging, renewing of the labor. Population is an action factor as well as a consumption factor. The demographical element in the diagnostic analysis of the rural area appears mainly as a development potential. 

We shall present here the aspects of the demographical evolution in the locality Sanovita from the Timis County and the situation of the population involved in agriculture. 

Same as the majority of the localities from the rural area, Sanovita also has to deal with the same issues, from which one of the most important is of demographical nature, more precisely the aging of the population, the low number of births, migration of the population towards the urban area, etc. 

The number of inhabitants used to amount in 2003 to 515 and we find it slowly decreasing. In comparison with year 1980, the number of inhabitants decreased with 6.36%, and in comparison with 1969, with 27.25%. 


The density of the population is an element with great variability in the area, being the result of the geographical, historical, economical and social conditions of which area. This economic indicator is expressed through the number of inhabitants per km2 and it indicates the distribution of the population throughout the administrative territory of a locality at a given time. Due to the fact that the area to be inhabited of the locality is of 1.53 km2, and the population amounts to 515 inhabitants, in the year 2003 the population density was of 297 inhabitants/km2.

The main factors which contribute to the socio-demographical evolution are: ratio of births and deaths and migration.


The ratio of births is expressed through the indicator which represents the number of newly born alive which amounts to 1000 inhabitants. The value of the indicator depends first of all on the structure per age of the population and is influenced mainly by the demographical behavioral way of the area and the social economic conditions. If in 1969 the ratio of births was of 17 to 1000 inhabitants, in 2003 it was approximately 10 to 1000 inhabitants, being thus very obvious the decrease of the number of births. 

The mortality is a factor that contributes to the evolution of the population. The indicator which expresses it is the ratio of deaths, which represents the number of deaths registered at 1000 inhabitants of a locality. The ratio of deaths in the year 1969 was approximately 11 to 1000 in habitants, in 1980, 7 to 1000 inhabitants and in year 2003 of approximately 16 to 1000 inhabitants. 

Table 1                                                

Evolution of the population of Sanovita between 1969 – 2003

	Year
	Total inhabitants
	Newly born alive
	Deaths
	Natural enhancement

	1969
	708
	12
	8
	4

	1970
	650
	13
	18
	-5

	1975
	605
	14
	15
	-1

	1980
	550
	6
	4
	2

	1990
	530
	4
	8
	-4

	2002
	540
	10
	9
	1

	2003
	515
	5
	8
	-3


 Source: Data processed from the Mayor’s Office from the commune of  Ghizela.

The evolution of the population between 1969 – 2003 is represented in Table 1, which shows a slow process of decrease in population. Between 1969 and 2003 the population has decreased by 27.25%.

The structure of the population on age groups and gender groups is underlined in the following table (Table 2), where we can notice that the population devised by gender is relatively balanced, the number of females (256) being approximately equal to the number of males (284). 

Table 2                                                                                                  
Structure of the population per age groups  and gender groups in year 2002

	Total

inhabitants
	Age group

	
	0-9
	10-19
	20-29
	30-39
	40-49
	50-59
	60-69
	70-…

	
	Nr.
	540
	51
	55
	51
	58
	52
	53
	120
	100

	
	%
	100
	9,27
	10
	9,27
	10,5
	9,45
	9,63
	21,8
	20

	MM
	Nr.
	256
	27
	26
	26
	32
	25
	25
	55
	50

	
	%
	100
	10,1
	9,77
	9,7
	12,03
	9,39
	9,3
	20,6
	18,7

	F
	Nr.
	284
	24
	29
	25
	26
	27
	28
	65
	60

	
	%
	100
	8,45
	10,5
	8,8
	9,15
	9,5
	9,85
	22,8
	21,1


Source: Data processed from the Mayor’s Office from the commune of Ghizela. 

Referring to the structure of the population per age groups, by a simple view we notice that the majority of the population is the one aged between 60-69 yrs (21.8%) and over 70 yrs (20%). At the other end we find the age groups between 0-9 yrs, 20-27 yrs and 40-49 yrs. The percentage of the youth is very reduced, on short term being very weak perspectives as to the growth of the population. The lack of the young population is due to the migration towards the rural area as well as of the low degree of the number of births. 

It is well known the fact that all throughout the Romanian rural area the main activity is agriculture, which may be considered the backbone of it. This fact is valid also for the Sanovita locality, the following table being very expressive in this respect. 

Table 3                                                                                           

Structure of the population on areas of activity

	Active population

	Total

inhabitants
	Sector  I Agriculture
	Sector II

Ind/cons
	Sector III

Serv/com

	
	Total
	Total time
	Partial time
	
	

	
	Nr.
	150
	100
	40
	60
	30
	20

	
	%
	100
	66,5
	40
	60
	20
	13,3

	M
	Nr.
	64
	45
	17
	28
	10
	9

	
	%
	42,66
	70,31
	37,77
	62,2
	15,62
	14,06

	F
	Nr.
	86
	55
	23
	32
	20
	11

	
	%
	57,33
	63,95
	41,81
	58,18
	23,25
	12,79


   Source: Data processed from the Mayor’s Office from the commune of Ghizela. 

The table represents the structure of the active population on sectors of activity, the active population amounts to 150 people and represents 27.7 % from the total of inhabitants. From these 150 people 100 people work in agriculture (40% part time and 60% full time). The population involved in agriculture is the greatest in numbers, 66.5% from the total of active population. It is also noticed that the majority of people which are involved in agriculture work part time, which does not allow the practice of a high level agriculture, from the viewpoint of the time invested as well as from the viewpoint of the technical and financial resources, thus agriculture practiced is a sub- resistant agriculture. The practice of a high level agriculture, except the financial and technical resources, implies agricultural knowledge. 
The analysis of the population based on the level of knowledge has brought to light data which we have synthesized in the following table.

Table 4

Structure of the population based on level of knowledge in year 2002

	
	TTotal
	Level of school graduated

	
	
	No education 
	1-4 grades
	5 - 8  grades
	Crafts 

and 

trades school
	High school
	Post 

high

 school 
	Higher education 

	Total


	Nr.
	414
	23
	63
	234
	57
	22
	7
	7

	
	%
	100
	5,6
	15,09
	56,45
	12,72
	5,45
	1,80
	1,80

	M
	Nr.
	200
	11
	26
	96
	41
	15
	6
	5

	
	%
	48,36
	5,63
	13,15
	48,12
	20,67
	7,5
	2,6
	2,25

	F
	Nr.
	214
	12
	36
	142
	11
	8
	2
	3

	
	%
	51,63
	5,63
	16,9
	66,19
	5,28
	3,52
	1,05
	1,4


   Source: Data processed from the Mayor’s Office from the commune of Ghizela. 

From the total number of inhabitants of the locality, the majority are those who graduated 5-8 grades (56.45%), this phenomenon can be explained by the impossibility of sending the children to school because of lack of money or the need of labor in agriculture. We thus mention that it would be highly valued certain courses and seminars in agriculture. 

We think that in the near future the population will continue to decrease, due to the people that are now in the age group “over 70 yrs old”, but he number of births will also decrease. Their households will be left to their relatives, heirs which mostly live in the urban areas and which will either sell them in the beginning, or use them as a pastime place. As for the lands, they have great chances to remain uncultivated, if competent people’ll not administer them. 

We think that after 10-15 years by continuous decline of the population will register a growth of the population, which shall be due to the fact that the rural area will get “more attention” from the city folk, which will understand that the city does not offer them what they need.

In this period the phenomenon of migration to periurban area will be more developed, the locality Sanovita being at a distance of 50 km from Timisoara is in this situation. We have to mention that that this phenomenon exists but it manifests only on a span of 20-30 km from the city. For these inhabitants agriculture will no longer represent the main activity, in this area will be develop activities like agrotourism, farm produces processing. 

 We  estimate on a long-term basis that it will have a “straightening out” from the demographic point of view, but in accordance with the saying “the man makes the place holly”, soon there will also be the town specific household utilities (running water, drainage, natural gases, telephony, TV cable, etc.), modernized public services (health, education, etc) reaching thus the comfort of the majority of people which “fled” toward the urban areas.
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